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 TEAMS Meeting

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 @ 9 a.m. VIRTUAL
Notes/Minutes 


	Item
	Result

	Welcome/ Introductions
	Dennis M., Bonnie R., Mike K., Gerald C., Kimberly C.

	REPORTS 
	Please let me know if I have misquoted you or left anything out of your report.

	Michael Kearney 
Niagara County's Employment & Training

	Regular OJTs
1 at Matrix Imaging Solutions
1 Buffalo Gear
1 Vishay Thin Film
1 Kohler Machine
1 An-Cor Industrial Plastics
Starting 1 at Virtual Polymer Compounds next week.
 
RETI OJTs
2 at Vastola Heating and Cooling
1 at USA Insulation


	Bonnie S. Rice, MS
Niagara County Workforce Development Board

	· Preparing for next WDB Board meeting on 3/3 at 8am.  Will vote to release RFP for Payroll Services.  Anyone interested in bidding can visit www.bidnetdirect.com, create a free account, and await the RFP posting.
· Continue to train Jerry Cracknell in my duties.  I will retire 5/30/26.
· NYS Education Department will be training WDB Directors in the review process for Literacy Zone applicants as part of NYSED’s state plan.  Attended initial meeting.
· DOL’s Rapid Response team has been working with Candlelight Cabinetry and affected furloughed workers.
· No DOL notification yet as to whether any of the ECMC employees who were laid off are Niagara County residents.
· The two-year modification to NYS DOL’s State Combined Plan is now open for public comment at https://dol.ny.gov/workforce-planning .  It includes WIOA Adult, Dislocated Worker, Youth; Adult Ed and Family Literacy Act; Wagner-Peyser; Vocational Rehab; TAA, and SCSEP.  It includes data on the labor market, emerging industry sectors, and challenges within workforce development.
· Next One-Stop Partners’ meeting will be 3/5.  Plan to include discussion of MOU for service delivery and infrastructure as DOL has indicated MOUs will be revisited soon.
· Next in-person Job Fair will be 3/11 at the Kenan Center in Lockport.
· WDB Innovative Employment Committee is hosting another free virtual business workshop on 3/11 from 8:30am to 10am on employee retention for individuals who develop a disability (stay at work, return to work).  Jobs Accommodation Network (JAN) and the Northeast ADA Center will be the presenters. Businesses should email Marilyn.patterson@niagaracounty.gov if interested in registering.
            See attached flyer.


	Gerald Cracknell
Niagara County Employment & Training
	Shadowing Bonnie in anticipation of assuming her role as she winds down for her retirement in May Welcome!  


	Kimberly Casey
Niagara County DSS
	New Requirements for SNAP recipients (March 1)
Able-Bodied Adults Without Dependents (ABAWDs) aged 18–54 (rising to 55 in FY25) must work or participate in qualifying training for at least 80 hours per month (approx. 20 hours/week) to receive SNAP benefits for more than 3 months in a 36-month period. Qualifying activities include paid work, self-employment, volunteering, or approved SNAP E&T programs. Sanction after 3mos of noncompliance results in loss of benefits for 3 years.

	Dennis Martinez
ACCES-VR

	A Bit of History: The Workforce Development (WDG) Group is an informal information sharing group that has been around since the late 1990’s. We began taking minutes in September of 2003. We initially met at Trott and later at the Center for Economic Development. We have been virtual since 2020.

SPRING 2026 Diversity Career Fair will take place on Thursday March 26. from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with NYS Civil Service Employment workshop at 12:30 See attached flyer
The second annual Career Exploration Fair for HS students with disabilities at Orleans Niagara BOCES Conference Center, October 21,2026 We hope to attract more occupations and students with disabilities from additional high schools in Niagara.


	Meetings in 2026 (second Wednesday)

· May 13
· June 10
· July 8
· August 12
· September 9
· October 14
· November 11
· December 9
  
	[bookmark: _GoBack]NEXT MEETING –  Due to scheduling conflicts, our March 11 Meeting is canceled.  Our next meeting is
· April 8, via TEAMS
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